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American Commission on Human 
Rights. 

Berta Caceres was an inspiration to 
people around the world, and her death 
is a great loss for all the people of Hon-
duras. The immediate question is what 
President Hernandez and his govern-
ment, which has too often ignored or 
passively condoned attacks against 
Honduran social activists, will do to 
support an independent investigation, 
prosecution, and punishment of those 
responsible for this despicable crime 
and, beyond that, what steps will the 
government take to protect the many 
others, including members of COPINH, 
who are in need of protection, and to 
stand up for the rights of people like 
Berta who risk their lives peacefully 
defending the environment and their 
livelihoods. 

The answers to those questions will 
weigh heavily on the Congress’s sup-
port for future assistance for that gov-
ernment. 

f 

REMEMBERING JUSTICE ANTONIN 
SCALIA 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, with 
the passing of Supreme Court Justice 
Antonin Scalia, our Nation has lost an 
exceptional jurist and unshakable de-
fender of the U.S. Constitution. 

Justice Scalia will be remembered 
for using his substantial intellect to af-
fect how the American public views the 
Constitution and the role of the courts 
in interpreting the law. His thoughtful 
opinions over nearly 30 years on the 
Court shaped modern jurisprudence and 
helped facilitate a larger discussion on 
the role of the Constitution in contem-
porary terms and application. 

Justice Scalia had an accomplished 
career as an attorney, law professor, 
general counsel for the Office of Tele-
communications Policy, chairman of 
the Administrative Conference, Assist-
ant Attorney General for the Office of 
Legal Counsel for the Department of 
Justice, and as a judge for the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the District of Co-
lumbia Circuit. It was an honor for me 
to support his confirmation as an Asso-
ciate Justice of the Supreme Court fol-
lowing his nomination by President 
Reagan in 1986. 

Justice Scalia, who had a great love 
for the arts, education, and hunting, 
developed an affinity for the State of 
Mississippi and made many friends dur-
ing his visits to my State. Many Mis-
sissippians shared Justice Scalia’s in-
terest in hunting deer, duck, quail, and 
turkey, but his most important influ-
ence on Mississippi may result from 
the generous time he invested speaking 
to young scholars during his visits to 
university campuses in my State. 

We mark Justice Scalia’s passing by 
rightfully acknowledging his many 
years of public service, his defense of 
the founding principles of our Nation, 
and his steadfast adherence to a con-
servative view of our Constitution. I 
am proud to have known and supported 
him. 

I extend to his family sincere condo-
lences and the thanks of a grateful Na-
tion for Justice Scalia’s distinguished 
contributions and service to our Na-
tion. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN MATTHEWS 

∑ Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor John Matthews on his 
recent retirement from Madison Teach-
ers Incorporated, MTI, after serving 
the local teachers union for an impres-
sive 48 years as executive director. 
Hired in 1968 as MTI’s first executive 
secretary, a title subsequently changed 
to executive director, it is believed 
that John is one of the longest serving 
full-time heads of a teachers’ union in 
the country. 

Formed as the Madison Education 
Association, MEA, in the 1930s, MTI 
served as a predominantly professional 
organization until 1964 when it became 
certified as the exclusive collective 
bargaining agent for teachers serving 
in the Madison Metropolitan School 
District, MMSD. In rapid succession, 
the first professional negotiations com-
mittee, PNC, was elected in 1965, fol-
lowed by a name change to Madison 
Teachers Incorporated, MTI, in 1966. 
With an expanding membership of ap-
proximately 1,125, MTI realized the 
need for professional staff, hiring John 
to lead their efforts in June of 1968. 

Growing up in Billings, MT, as the 
son of the State budget director and 
the grandson of a Montana Supreme 
Court justice, John began to develop 
his passion for fighting injustice within 
his grandfather’s chambers, as well as 
in and around the Montana State Cap-
itol. In 1968, as a high school history 
and English teacher, John almost im-
mediately found himself involved in 
negotiations regarding health care cov-
erage for teachers. It was a path that 
would define both the man and his ca-
reer in a profound way. 

His almost five decades as MTI exec-
utive director have been dedicated to 
protecting MTI’s employees and the 
teachers of Madison’s public schools. 
His strong belief in the power of con-
tracts, especially in a school district 
where contracts govern schools, has 
guided his every decision. Under his 
leadership, MTI has negotiated for the 
enforcement of strong contracts that 
uphold and strengthen the rights of 
teachers. His undeniable dedication to 
the teachers’ union has been dem-
onstrated in his fiery leadership style 
and tenacity to speak out and protect 
workers’ rights to collectively bargain. 

Described by others as engaged, in-
sightful, and ever ready to not only lis-
ten to teachers’ concerns but act on 
them, John’s leadership exemplifies an 
unwavering dedication to the rights of 
public school teachers and public work-
ers. His success in leading MTI is evi-
denced by the positive actions and out-
comes achieved by organized labor, 

particularly in a State where the role 
of unions has recently been challenged. 

Over the years, I have been honored 
to stand in solidarity with John on the 
issues and am proud to call him my 
friend. On the occasion of his retire-
ment, I am pleased to recognize John 
Matthew’s longstanding dedication to 
Madison Teachers Incorporated and his 
fight to protect the rights and personal 
livelihood of the Madison teachers he 
served. He has impacted lives through 
his constant engagement, personal 
kindness, and fiery leadership. I wish 
John and his family all the best in his 
retirement and happiness for many 
years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT TIM 
LINGLE 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Sergeant Tim Lingle 
of the Roosevelt County Sheriff’s of-
fice. Sergeant Lingle has recently been 
named the Montana American Legion 
Law Enforcement Officer of the Year. 

Sergeant Lingle has been living and 
working in Roosevelt County for 15 
years, 9 of those years has been for the 
county’s sheriff’s office. He started his 
Montana law enforcement career with 
Poplar Police Department in 2000, then 
moved to the Fort Peck Department of 
Law and Justice before transferring to 
Roosevelt County Sheriff’s Office. 

Sergeant Lingle serves the Roosevelt 
County Sheriff’s Office not only as a 
sergeant but also as deputy coroner, 
firearms instructor, and as the 
Culbertson-Bainville-Froid contract 
deputy. He has also served the State of 
Montana as a member of the American 
Legion and has attended training as a 
driving instructor and a DARE instruc-
tor. 

Sergeant Lingle has always gone the 
extra mile for the county, community, 
and the sheriff’s office. He never fails 
to show his loyalty and passion to the 
citizens of Roosevelt County. 

I would also like to highlight the re-
cent efforts by Sergeant Lingle and the 
entire Roosevelt County Sheriff’s Of-
fice in the search of missing 4-year-old 
Maci Lilley, who I am happy to report 
has been found and reunited with her 
family. 

Thank you Sergeant Lingle and all of 
Roosevelt County Sheriff’s Office for 
their tireless efforts and dedication to 
law enforcement for the State of Mon-
tana.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PAULA FRANCIS 
∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to congratulate Paula Francis on 
her retirement after bringing the great 
State of Nevada accurate and reliable 
news coverage for the last 30 years. Ms. 
Francis was an important icon in Ne-
vada journalism, bringing local resi-
dents nightly news at 5, 6, and 11 p.m. 
Her passionate and in-depth coverage 
of southern Nevada’s news will be sore-
ly missed. 

Ms. Francis’s career began in Madi-
son, WI, immediately after graduating 
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from the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son. In 1985, she moved to Las Vegas, 
beginning her experience in broadcast 
journalism for southern Nevada at 
KTNV. In 1988, Ms. Francis joined 
KLAS’s news team, initially starting 
her extended tenure with the news sta-
tion as a health reporter. After proving 
to be an invaluable resource to the 
news team, she moved into the anchor 
chair. During her time on air, Ms. 
Francis placed a special emphasis on 
health care issues, familiarizing view-
ers with important health information, 
in addition to bringing southern Ne-
vada breaking news coverage. 

Throughout her tenure, Ms. Francis 
was recognized as Best TV Anchor in 
Las Vegas by Las Vegas Review Jour-
nal readers more than 15 times and was 
inducted into the Nevada Broadcasters 
Association hall of fame and the KLAS 
TV Hall of Fame. Ms. Francis went 
above and beyond in her ambitions to 
bring Nevadans up-to-date and truthful 
news coverage. The accolades she has 
received are awarded to only the great-
est of Nevada journalists, and without 
a doubt, she deserves each one. 

For the past 30 years, Ms. Francis has 
been a tremendous contributor to 
southern Nevada journalism. Her com-
mitment to the local community is 
without question, creating a great 
amount of trust between the viewers 
and the station. She stands as a role 
model to journalists across Nevada 
with her unwavering dedication to fa-
miliarizing herself with the local 
issues. The knowledge she gained 
throughout her tenure is irreplaceable 
to the newsroom. Ms. Francis’s legacy 
both at KLAS and within Nevada jour-
nalism will be felt for years to come. 

Outside of her career, Ms. Francis 
continues to be highly involved in a 
number of activities for the betterment 
of the local community. She is a found-
ing member of the Nevada chapter of 
the International Women’s Forum and 
serves as a member of the board of 
trustees for the Shade Tree Endow-
ment Fund. She has also received nu-
merous humanitarian awards for her 
efforts and spearheaded Buddy Check 8, 
a campaign to increase breast cancer 
awareness. I extend my deepest grati-
tude for all of her efforts on behalf of 
the Silver State. 

I ask my colleagues and all Nevadans 
to join me in thanking Ms. Francis for 
her tireless dedication to bringing 
southern Nevada excellent news cov-
erage and in congratulating her on her 
retirement. I wish her well in all of her 
future endeavors.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LEN STEVENS 
∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to congratulate Len Stevens on 
his retirement after serving as CEO of 
the Chamber for nearly 14 years. It 
gives me great pleasure to recognize 
his years of dedication to creating 
growth and success for northern Ne-
vada’s business community. 

Before joining the Chamber, Mr. Ste-
vens served as a basketball coach for 34 

years, guiding teams at both Wash-
ington State University and the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno successfully 
through numerous seasons. In 2002, he 
was chosen for the role of CEO at the 
Chamber, and he served the State of 
Nevada in this position for over a dec-
ade. As CEO, Mr. Stevens led the 
Chamber through challenging times, 
including the merger of chambers of 
commerce in Reno and Sparks. This 
merger, which was one of the largest 
and most complex mergers in northern 
Nevada history, led to creation of the 
Chamber in 2011. This incredible orga-
nization has helped businesses through 
times of economic downturn to stay on 
their feet and succeed. Through the in-
credible work of the Chamber, northern 
Nevada’s business community con-
tinues to thrive and maintain a high 
quality of life for residents. We are for-
tunate to have had someone like Mr. 
Stevens leading the way at this impor-
tant establishment. 

Throughout his tenure, Mr. Stevens 
served as a powerful voice, advocating 
for businesses across northern Nevada. 
His hard work brought greater atten-
tion to the needs of this community, 
and I am grateful for everything he has 
done to support it. Under his leader-
ship, the Chamber saw consistent 
growth in membership, as well as addi-
tional opportunities for business lead-
ers to come together. He also imple-
mented new programs to helps resi-
dents, including the Young Entre-
preneurs Academy, which is a yearlong 
program that teaches middle school 
and high school students the mechan-
ics of operating a business. His work 
for northern Nevada is invaluable. 

Mr. Stevens has demonstrated profes-
sionalism, commitment to excellence, 
and dedication to the highest standards 
during his tenure at the Chamber. I am 
both humbled and honored by his serv-
ice and am proud to call him a fellow 
Nevadan. Today I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating 
Mr. Stevens on his retirement from the 
Chamber and in wishing him well in his 
future endeavors. I give my deepest ap-
preciation for all that he has done for 
the Silver State.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EDITH TUCKER 
∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, last 
month, one of New Hampshire’s most 
respected veteran journalists retired 
after two decades of prolific work at 
the Coos County Democrat, a weekly 
newspaper based in Lancaster, in my 
State’s North Country. I have had the 
privilege of knowing Edith and admir-
ing her work since I first ran for Gov-
ernor in 1996. In particular, I have re-
spected her extraordinary work ethic. 
She was the only full-time reporter 
with the Democrat, often filing several 
stories a day. At times, the front page 
would be filled with stories carrying 
her byline. 

No story was too big or too small for 
Edith. She covered Presidential cam-
paigns, select board meetings, fes-

tivals, factory openings, and, among 
her last stories, a characteristically de-
tailed and colorful article on a pro-
posal to renew bobcat hunting in the 
North Country. 

Over the years, Edith became a fix-
ture on the landscape of New Hamp-
shire’s first-in-the-Nation primary. 
Presidential candidates knew that to 
gain credibility with North Country 
voters, they needed to successfully 
navigate a grilling from Edith. She has 
been a regular public affairs commen-
tator on ‘‘The Exchange with Laura 
Knoy,’’ a popular New Hampshire Pub-
lic Radio call-in show. 

As State Representative Rebecca 
Brown, a longtime colleague of hers, 
noted: ‘‘Edith embraced small town re-
porting. She was indefatigable, includ-
ing putting countless miles on the old 
Jeep, in which she took to carrying a 
step ladder in case she needed to get a 
better camera vantage over a taller 
crowd.’’ 

Edith speaks with unrivaled knowl-
edge and insight about her beat, the 
North Country. No reporter has better 
captured the struggle and indomitable 
spirit of that region. In her early years 
with the Democrat, her stories docu-
mented the pain and upheaval of too 
many devastating factory closings and 
job losses. More recently, she has cov-
ered heartening stories of new busi-
nesses and development projects flow-
ing to the region, creating new jobs 
and opportunities. 

In many retirement tributes, Edith 
Tucker has been described as a North 
Country institution and icon, but I sus-
pect Edith would prefer to be recog-
nized simply as a skilled, hard-working 
beat journalist, always determined to 
get the story right and keep her com-
munity informed. She did exactly that 
for two decades. 

Edith Tucker has made the Granite 
State a better place, both by what she 
has accomplished and by who she is. 
There are many more stories—and 
chapters—yet to be written in the life 
of this beloved and accomplished jour-
nalist. I join with people across the 
North Country in thanking Edith for a 
job superbly done and wishing her 
many happy years in retirement.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and withdrawals which were referred to 
the appropriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 
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